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he Olympics are now over and London is in a state of ‘in-between’. The Paralympics is due to start soon and 
possibly the enthusiasm will regenerate the enthusiasm that gripped London. The general feeling below the surface is of 
a very poor future ahead and I certainly feel that the UK has ‘sold the family silver’ to keep itself afloat. We are ina 
similar position to other countries but I honestly feel that we lack the acumen and financial stability to pull ourselves out 
of this mess. Other countries seem better educated as a whole and do not lack the drive to succeed. My generation have 
seen bad times, have had to save and do without many basics. We have a new generation that think that not possessing 
the latest phone or appliance is hardship. I daily see single Mum's pushing kids in buggys speaking on the phone Great if 
they work, add to our economy and obviously many do but there is a sub class where more than one generation have never 
worked and their whole life is supported by social security hand-outs. Sorry if I sound bitter but as I am still working at 
nearly 70 perhaps that gives me the right to be critical. Yes..there is work out there..I see all my staff working hard 
and taking jobs wherever they are. The work ethic is good discipline...Maybe working to live and not living to work is an 
important edict but never the less a whole life based on hand-outs must be unsustainable, both for the country and 
ultimately for the recipient 


Okay...these ‘forwards’ seem to have developed into a moaning station...sorry about that. 


Tammy, Ben , Larnie and Mum came round today for breakfast in the garden and we sat in the sun afterwards. They are a 
great family and Mum is still active albeit slow and her poor hearing it makes her very wretched. We have got care 
coming am and pm to her flat now and they make sure she is ok but inevitably by the time they arrive Mum has eaten and 
got dressed herself so long may her independence continue 


DP is great and working around the UK at the moment. We met him in a lay-by off the M25 a couple of nights ago to get 
our sat-nav back and give him his post. A flypast!!!. Beau and Esme are doing great and he has a new friend Billy that we 
met recently and is really nice. Angela and DP are now getting on better and he is going to a party at the flat this week 
so the kids will see two more stable parents which is great for all of them. 


On the work front we are diversifying and have developed a new drink that I have invented. The base ingredients have 
now been produced to my spec by a specialist house and we are seeing juicers next week to tie up the second stage. This 
will be followed by sourcing bottlers and labellers so we have great hopes for this venture. 


We are also starting café and restaurant supplies and the first one has been going for nigh on a year now with great 
satisfaction. We have started with a second and seen a third so have high hopes for this string to our bow. The catering 
is still our mainstay but like all businesses now it is hard to convert enquiries to functions. People are very loath to spend 
money and get many quotes before committing. 


I went ona walking and sailing few days with Ivor and we had a great time. Lynn is settling down to her ‘retired’ life- 
style a definite bonus is coming home to a smile (mostly) and a great meal. Wonderful for morale if not for my waistline.. 
we are walking daily now and double circle the lake in Grovelands and then round the whole park which is a 45 min fast 
walk. We also do the Trent Park long walk taking in The Secret Garden which is always an oasis of paece even ona hot 
day when the park is mobbed. 


All in all, life is great, and for the first time in my life I would now like to ease off a bit a take time to travel with Lynny. 
We have so much to see and have put together a ‘bucket list’ as Lynn calls it of priority locations. They MUST be done 
while we still have the energy to enjoy it. Realistically ..now many years have we got left to enjoy travel. All it needs is 
money so perhaps a vacation flag day should be considered 


Mid-September 2012 
A Married over 48 
years...and still Laughing 
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Ralph & Lynn holiday fund...give generously 
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Fantastic weather on a July Sunday 
when we had lunch on the river in an 
Essex pub with Ros. & Mike. 

We had a riverside walk afterwards 
and it was fascinating 
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Early days for the Emirate’s cable Car and we crossed again, this time with Larnie... 
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es fore and during 


the procession 


In July the Olympic torch was carried through the UK and right past our house. Surprisingly by the time it arrived The 
Bourne was transformed from a sleepy road to a buzzing, crowded thoroughfare and it was a unique occasion. 


Olympic torch 
procession day 
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Media communications centre 
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...for wo reason other than | Like it... 
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Dockland’s jazz festival with Maryanne § Peter in August 2012. A great evening of music followed by a fabulous meal 
Looking down onto Canada Square from The Plateau restaurant terrace 
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On the swing at Pin Mill with the kids 
and Billie in July 2012 


Page 15 we Photo History ¥ 2 on 


Page 16 Photo History P. 


Page 17 


Just walking round the garden affords some really great images — so many tn fact that it is difficult to select 
the ones to use 


Top these...nature does it agatn.... 
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Our entive crop...more for display rather than eating... 
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Interesting 
contrasts 
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These giant weeds are fascinating and seem to be spreading every year... Triffids??? 
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Iw the Tate there were some great photo opportunities with some really interesting exhibits and seeing this contemplation 
made me really glad | always carry my camera.... 
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Sometimes the best shots are around the galleries...possibly the ‘space’ allows some unusual angles etc. | have to 
constantly avota the gallery attendants saying “no photos” 
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| thiwlk this one has a veally ‘ola master’ quality...this ts as tt was with wo ‘tweakina’ 
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Can you keep my secret? 


————— 


Sometimes we see mistakes around London and no-one seems to have spotted them...see tf you can see the mistake in this 
full-size poster on the tube in Southgate 


Iw Enfteld close to Forty Hall, Mydoleltow House Gardens have fairly recently been opened to the public. It was the home of 
a botanist and self-taught gardener Edward Bowles and the & acres are a peaceful delight. This is a wila flower are that we 
caught tw its prime. It had gone the following week. 
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Fun time with Peachte at Pin Mill... 


Lynn the 

rettreol Lady 
with workmates 
Hilary anal )ualt 
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Late August | went to Devon with Ivor for a few days mainly to see if we could get some basic sailing grounding (if that 
is the correct word....capsizing may be more appropriate). we managed to get tn some really great walking along the coast 
path and the weather was really exceptional. we seemed to dodge the downpours and passed other walkers who were totally 
Arenched. We travelled by train to Barnstable where we collected our hire car and stayed tw Lynton with John § Linda at 
The Pine Lodge Ariving to the Lake on Exmoor for the sailing course. Lots of laughs ana great food... 
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LEVEL 1 - Start Sailing 


we proudly 
accepted our 
certificates at the 


has been examined at . Te ed GZ 7 


Training Centre 


ena of the three 
days sailing 


and has successfully completed the course. Course completed in 
Dinghies/Keelboats/Multihulls/Yachts*. It is recommended that the holder 
follows this introduction to ee with a Level 2/Competent Crew course. 
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Coastal endorsement obtained dt .............+..+. 


4" Start Sailing 
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The horses grazing above valley of 
The Rocks tw Lynton 
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The magic spot where the River Heddon forces 


its way through the rocks and enters the sea 
at Heddons Mouth 
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Tate Gallery 
Terrace 


A day out with Larnte where we took tw the Tate. Had a pizza, went to Borough Market and ended up in Kew Gardens — 
totally exhausted 


Page 40 


Arbeit macht frei...art installation...took some working out 


KEW GARDENS 


High up in the tree walk canopy 
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Kew 


ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS 


...So that's where the 
best ones are kept 


little bit tipsy ~~ 


A sad letterbox in Hertford 


.. but the car park was never a good fishing area anyway 
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A summer fun evening. A rooftop film (‘UP’) on top of The Queen OF Hoxton Club. Tables were moved ..we Got stereo 
earphones and ..YES, a tartan blanket and enjoyed the film and the ‘end of Olympic fireworks at the close 


Norma’s  granddaughter’s 
baby blessing 


September 2012 


Nothing beats an informal 
breakfast with some of the 
family in the garden 


Iw September we were trvited to a charity eventing at a house tn cololers Green. WeLL...nothing prepared us for the delights 
behind these traditional doors. 


The downstairs 
entrance hall, staircase and two of the rooms 
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Ola  gramophones, old 
radios and a house full of 
unique collectables but 
nothing prepared us for the 
delights to follow 


ae A real ola fully-functtoning cinema in the small back garden. 
Vintage film posters outside...anad inside with fantastic decoration 
and sumptios seats we were treated to the first tallete “ The Jazz 
Singer” followed by an original verstow of “An American tn Paris”. 
This was like a hidden gem ana shows that we ave wot alone in 
loving the qutrey aspects of Life. The two elolerLy mew, one of whom 
was an tutertor desiger have Lovingly done all the work ana 
collecting themselves and they keep the place spotless — not 
allowing anyone in to clean their home 


September 2012 
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September 2012 


